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Hey FundraisersHey Fundraisers
We are so excited to have you as part of our Dance 

Marathon Movement this year! While we know 
fundraising may not always be easy, just know that 

we are here to help. We have created this 
fundraising guide for you to use as a tool in 

reaching your fundraising goals. As an organization 
we realize that each fundraising idea will not work 
for everyone, so we have provided you with some 

avenues that have worked in the past. It’s up to you 
to try them out and see what works best for you!  

Thank you in advance for all your hard work and we 
hope this packet equips you with the skills you need 

to reach your fundraising goal!
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$25-  FTKab for a night for your friends!
$30- Ask for DM donations in the place of your 

presents!
$50- Use the FUNdraising campaigns to fuel your 

statuses on Facebook!
$20- Participate in our Letter Writing Campaign 

during Miracle Week.
$45- Post your DM account on all of your social 

media platforms.
$100- Send out emails to family, friends, coworkers, 

roommates, and family friends.
$10- Keep a jar of all your loose change until the 

marathon.
$50- Do something funny in public if you raise $50 

in one week, and post it on Facebook live!
$15- Sell baked goods or crafts you make.

$50- Send 10 texts asing each friend for a small 
contribution. ($5)

$40- Host a FTK dinner and charge $5 per person.
$15- Participate in one of DM’s canning events.

A Road Map 
to Donations

$450! 
Total Donations = 



What is DM at FSU?
Dance Marathon is a YEAR LONG movement that culminates in 
a 40 hour event where over 1,800 students stay awake and on 
their feet all night to raise awareness and funds for Children’s 

Miracle Network and our College of Medicine Pediatric 
Outreach Programs. Centered around the kids in our communi-
ty, DM at FSU is committed to raising funds for children with a 

need for special pediatric or medical care. 

Why you DM?
We would not be a 2 million dollar organization without 

fundraisers like you! Be sure to explain why you want to be a part 
of this organization to potential donors, tell them how you got 

involved with Dance Marathon and why you stand with The Kids!

Where does the money go?
Where does the money go? DM at FSU benefits our local 

Children’s Miracle Network Hospital, Shands Children’s Hospital, 
and the FSU College of Medicine Pediatric Outreach Program. 

Dance Marathon at FSU is one of the five founding Dance 
Marathon Programs and has raised over 

10 million dollars since 1995!
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What to Mention When Fundraising?

No matter how you are fundraising, here is some of the basic 
information you should include while asking for donations. You can 
learn more about our local beneficiaries by visiting dmfsu.org and 

checking out the ‘About’ section on our website!
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Effective Media

Instagram

Facebook
∙Facebook message your friends and family, 
in addition to posting statuses about Dance 

Marathon. This is a great way to make it 
more personal!

∙Go Facebook Live at different Dance 
Marathon events including the marathon 

itself! Show people what you do with Dance 
Marathon and why you do it.

∙Facebook is also a great way to do things 
like raffles, personal 

challenges, and a great way to show your 
gratitude for your donors.

∙Post pictures of yourself at various 
DM events throughout the year, 

and in the caption, share why you 
DM.

∙Post a poll on your Instagram 
story asking friends if you can 
venmo request them a small 

amount ($1-$5) for your 
fundraising account.

∙Can be made easily on 
Canva.com!

∙Retweet/ Quote 
tweet tweets from 

Dance Marathon to 
keep your followers 
up to date with what 
is going on with DM.
∙Put your Classy link 

in your bio.

TwitterDIY
∙Make your own graphics! Whether it 
be for a personal challenge or a way 

to thank your donors, personal 
graphics are a great way to grab 

someone’s attention.
∙If you are a 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year 
dancer, put together a video with 
photos of you from past Dance 

Marathon years.

Emails
∙Send emails to your teachers, 
colleagues, family, and family 
friends explaining why you are 

fundraising for DM, what DM is, 
and what the donations go to.
∙Don’t be afraid to get creative! 

You can add pictures or videos of 
yourself, explain what your posi-
tion within DM is, and even share 
about who your miracle child is!

Letters
∙People still read letters! Be sure 
to check out our Letter Writing 
Campaign, a prewritten letter 

template that has everything your 
donors need to about Dance 

Marathon.
∙Our letter writing campaign is 

perfect for those family members 
not connected through social 

media or email!

∙You can send emails directly through Classy using one 
of the online templates!

∙If you are a returning dancer, Classy also compiles a list 
of all the emails of people who have donated to in the 

past, just go to your contact list!

Classy Emails: 

What Not to Post
∙Be sensitive of the fact that our Miracle Families are 

people too! Make sure your posts are respectful of the 
families. These families are some of the strongest 

people we know, so let’s depict them as such!



5

Dear _____ ,
 On behalf of Dance Marathon at Florida State University, thank you for 
taking the time to read this letter. As Seminoles, we realize that it is up to us to 
be the agents of change in our community, and we are fortunate to have the 
opportunity to work together to create miracles for our local Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospital and our university’s College of Medicine Outreach Programs. 
As an organization, we have provided over 10 million dollars in funding since 
1995 to our beneficiaries. Dance Marathon at FSU is constantly striving to be 
the best organization we can be, and we have some big goals for our 25th 
year!
 Dance Marathon at FSU is the fourth largest Dance Marathon Program in 
North America and the largest student run philanthropy in the Southeast 
region of the United States. Last year, we fundraised $2,210,165.21, reaching 
the 2 million dollar mark for the first time in our program’s history. I am hon-
ored to be a part of such a large movement, and this year, I pledge myself to 
stand for 20 consecutive hours in honor of the children who can’t the weekend 
of March ______. By standing with DM at FSU, I will be raising awareness and 
funds for pediatric illness, awareness, and research.
 Please join me in taking a stand against pediatric illness and help me reach 
my goal of raising $ ________ by giving a tax deductible donation. Each 
donation, no matter how big or small, helps fund research, programs, and 
treatments that provide invaluable hope and miracles for our families. 

For The Kids,
 __________

Please mail your donations to:
PO Box 14205
Tallahassee, FL 32317
Please put my name in the notes field of your check so I receive credit to my 
account for your donation.
IF YOU PREFER NOT TO BE CONTACTED BY UF HEALTH SHANDS FOR FUTURE FUNDRAISING ACTIVI-
TIES, PLEASE NOTIFY US BY CALLING 1-866-682-2372 OR VISITING http://giving.ufhealth.org/opt-out. A 
COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. REGIS-
TRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Letter Writing Campaign
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Dear _____ ,
 I am reaching out to you today to tell you about a cause that 
is very important to me. This year I am participating in Dance 
Marathon at FSU, one of largest student run philanthropies in 
the nation. Dance Marathon is a year long movement that 
culminates in a 40 hour event where we will stand for 20 hours 
straight to raise awareness and funds for pediatric illness. Dance 
Marathon at FSU is the largest student run philanthropy on our 
campus and is the 4th largest Dance Marathon Program 
in the nation.

 This year I will be participating as a _____ and I have a 
fundraising goal of $______. Every dollar we raise goes towards 
research, treatment, and outreach programs through our local 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospital, Shands Children’s Hospital 
in Gainesville,  and the FSU College of Medicine Pediatric 
Outreach Programs. 

 Dance Marathon has given me the opportunity to be a part of 
something bigger than myself throughout my college 
experience. Please consider visiting my fundraising page and 
donating today to join me in fighting to end pediatric illness. 

*insert Classy link*
For The Kids,
(INSERT NAME)

Email Template
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Text Template

Facebook Template
Today I am raising not only funds but awareness for an organiza-
tion I am involved in here at FSU. This year I am participating in 

Dance Marathon, which benefits both the FSU College of 
Medicine Pediatric Outreach Programs locally in Tallahassee, as 
well as Shands Children's Hospital in Gainesville. This Spring I 
will be standing for 20 hours for those who can't, and I need 

your help in reaching my goals to provide research, equipment, 
and care to those families who need it most. 

Hi ____. I hope you have been doing well, I just wanted to reach 
out to tell you that today I am trying to raise both funds and 
awareness for an organization I am involved in at FSU called 

Dance Marathon! Our efforts benefit local programs in 
Tallahassee as well as Shands Childrens Hospital in Gainesville. 
Today I am trying to raise ___ to help towards my fundraising 

goal for our main event! 
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∙Put all of your donors pictures or names on a piece of 
clothing and wear it at the marathon!
∙Put the faces on your donors on an instagram story and 
tag them! They can they repost for more people to see 
and possible donors.
∙Post funny pictures of yourself for donations.
∙Have a bake sale or yard sale.
∙Do a 50/50 raffle or raffle off a gift card. (Madso or Town-
ship are hot sellers)
∙Wrap gifts for DM donations
∙Go live on Facebook and do dares for donations
∙Sell late night snacks or coffee to people studying.
∙Let your donors pick a costume for you and wear it to 
class. 

More FUNdraising Ideas
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Thank YouThank You
Every donation we receive makes a difference for 

Children’s Miracle Network and our local 
beneficiaries so make sure every donor feels like a 

Miracle Maker! No matter how you thank them, 
whether it be an email, card, or a phone call, make 

sure your thank you is personal!


